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CONSTITUTION, &c. 


"Fas Society was inſtituted upon the 14th day of December 
1795, in order to contribute a fund for the mutual relief and 
maintenance of the members in old age, ſickneſs and infirmity, and 
for the relief of the widows and children of deceaſed members as 
in the courſe of providence ſhould be in need of their aſſiſtance; 
and the members being now convinced that much advantage may 
be derived from the inſtitution, have reſolved to continue it for 
the ſame purpoſe, under the title of the FARMER FRIENDLY 
SOCIETY ar NEWBRIDGE ; and that the following rules 

and regulations be adopted for the better management thereof, 
in terms of and agreeable to an act paſſed in the thirty third year 
of his preſent Majeſty King George the IIId, entitled an act for 
the encouragement and relief of Friendly Societies, ; 


I. The buſineſs of the ſociety ſhall always be tranſacted by 
the general and committee meetings ; the managers in commit- 
tees are to conſiſt of a Maſter, Depute Maſter, Treaſurer, Secre- 
tary, two Key Maſters, two. Stewards, four Counſellors, of 
whom ſeven ſhall be a quorum, who ſhall be eleQed yearly by 
a majority of the contributing members preſent at a general 
meeting, to be held upon the eleventh day of January, and when 
it ſhall fall on a Sunday, the eleQtion ſhall be held the next day; 
and no member ſhall refuſe to act in any office to which he may 


be elected, under the penalty of paying Two Shilling and Six- 
pence ſterling to the fund. 
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II. No member ſhall continue in office more than one year 
at one time, without being duly re- elected by a majority of the 
contributing members preſent at the annual general meeting in 
January; and at every annual election two of the managers muſt 
be elected from the members who were not in office for the laſt 
. a 


III. Beſides the yearly meeting to be held on the eleventh 
day of January, there ſhall be other three general meetings of 
this ſociety, held yearly on the following days, viz. on the ele- 
venth day of April, eleventh day of July, andeleventhdayof Octo- 
ber, and when any of theſe days happen to be on Sunday, the 
meeting ſhall be held the day after, for the purpoſe of collecting 
the quarterly contributions of the members ; and in order that 
the quarterly book and minute book may amount to one ſum, 
no contributions ſhall be received in part, nor at any other time 
but at theſe meetings. 


IV. The Maſter ſhall have power to defire meetings of the 
committee, or of the whole members, when neceſſary : the Ma- 
ſer ſhall preſide at every meeting, or in his abſence the Depute 
"Maſter ; or in the abſence of both, after waiting an hour after 
the time appointed for the meeting, the members preſent ſhall 
have power to elect, for the time being, a member to preſide in 


their WW 
the minutes. 


V. That all queſtions and matters e ee 
ſhall be determined by a majority of che members prefent in 
general or committee meetings; and in caſe of an equality, the 
Maſter ſhall be entitled to the caſting vote; and unleſs a motion 
made by any member is ſeconded and ſupported by other two 
members, it ſhall not be liſtened to, and no vote ſhall be taken 
upon it. 


VI. The 
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VI. The ſociety ſhall have a Clerk, who ſhall be elected from 
among the members of the ſociety by vote, whoſe buſineſs it 
ſhall be to attend all the meetings of this ſociety, and to keep 
clear and diſtinct records of the buſineſs of the ſociety, and re- 
gularly minute and enter in the ſederunt book, all the orders, 
reſolutions, and tranſactions of the ſociety, which ſhall be pa- 
tent to every member ; alſo an Officer, who ſhall call all the 
meetings at the defire of the Maſter, and to attend 2nd obey all 
their orders in that capacity z and the Clerk and Officer ſhall be 
paid ſuch ſalaries as the ſociety ſhall think proper; but none of 
them ſhall have right to vote in any commitree meeting. 


VII. The Treaſurer ſhall be obliged, within eight days after 
he is elected, to grant bond with ſecurity to the ſatisfaction of 
the committee of managers; and if he fail in granting bond with 
ſecurity as aforeſaid, his election ſhall be void and null, and 2 
general meeting of the members of the ſociety ſhall be called to 
ele auvuthecr in his place. 


VIII. That the rights and ſecurities of any heritable ſubjecte 
belonging to the ſociety, ſhall be veſted in the Treaſurer of the 
ſociety for the time being, and his ſucceſſors in office, and he is 
to receive all the entry monies and quarterly contributions, with 
the intereſts and every other income for the benefit and behoof 
of the ſociety, and he is to keep regular accounts of his receipts 
and expenditures, and is not to pay away any money without an 
order ſigned by the Maſter, or in his abſence the Depute Ma- 
ſter, and no account exceeding Two Pounds ſterling ſhall be paid 
away at one time, but by an order from the committee, or of a 
general meeting of the ſociety. 


IX. That the Treaſurer's accounts ſhall be fitted and cleared 
annually at the general meeting in January, which are to be exa- 
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mined by two men choſen as auditors from the ſociety, and hot 
of the managers, who are to make a report at the annual general 
meeting concerning the authenticity of the accounts and 


X. Every perſon defiring to be admitted a member of this 
fociety, mutt at his admiſhon pay the ſtipulated ſum of entry 
money ſpecified in the ſederunt book at the time of his entry, 
and Six-pence ſterling at every quarterly meeting, towards the 
funds. No perſon whatever ſhall be admitted a member if under 
fifteen, or above forty five years of age, unleſs where it ſhall 
appear to be for the good of the ſocicty, in which caſe a general 
meeting may admit one a member, although he be above forty 
hve years of age; and every member muſt be to appearance 
ſound in body and mind, of honeſt report, and recommended by 
two of the other members, who are to ſubſcribe the admiſhon of 
him they recommend, atteſting him to be 2 proper perſon to be 
admitted a member : but if any two or more members recom- 
mend a perſon as a proper member, who is thereby admitted, 
then if it can be proven that ſuch recommenders knew him to 
be ſubject to any of the above exceptions, he and they ſhall be 
ſtruck off, — roman þ ; 


XI. That the ſons of members of this ſociety, and the firſt 
Huſbands of the daughters of members, ſhall be admitted mem- 
bers, on paying half the ſtipulated ſum of entry money at the 
time, and paying up the father's arrears, if there be any due on 


the books, and clear of the exceptions mentioned in the above 
rule. 


XII. Every member of this ſocicty is to elders a decent de- 
portment while at any of the meetings, not to quarrel with any 
of his brethren, nor to be found drunk and ſwearing oaths, nor 
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is any member to interrupt another when ſpeaking upon buſineſs 
of the ſociety, nor is any member to leave the hall till the meet- 
ing be diſſolved by the Maſter, without aſking and obtaining 
leave of the Maſter ; and if any member do in the contrary, he 
ſhall be fined three pence ſterling for each tranſgreſſion : and all 
fines are to go to the funds of the ſociety. 


XIII. Every member muſt be five years a contributor to the 
funds of the ſociety, before he or any of his relations ſhall be 
entitled to any benefit; but it is declared, that if a member die 
before having contributed five years, his neareſt relations, or 
thoſe having charge of his funeral, ſhall receive back his quarterly 
dues which he may have paid, but none of his entry money. 


of this ſociety, there ſhall be allowed for benefits as follows, to be 
diſtributed at the annual general meeting in January among the 
following claſſes, viz. The widows and orphans of members, 
alſo members who are ſick or diſabled from earning a ſubſiſ- 


| tence, and old men who are members above ſixty five years of 


age, and the funeral expence of members; all having a right to 
the benefits according to the rules ; every claſs muſt ſhare equal- 
ly and proportionally without any preference whatever. It is 
to be underſtood, that after deducting the neceſſary expences of 
management, there ſhall be one third of the free produce yearly 
allowed for benefit among the above clafles, and the other parts 
to the accumulating ſtock, until the ſtock amounts to one Hun- 
dred Pounds ſterling ; and from one Hundred Pounds two thirds 
for benefit, until the ſtock amounts to Two Hundred Pounds ſter- 
ling; and from Two Hundred Pounds the benefit ſhall be three 
fourths of the produce as above, and ſo to continue on this laſt 
benefit until the ſtock amounts to Six Hundred Pounds ſterling ; 
then it ſhall not be allowed to increaſe further, but the intereſts, 
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terly payments, ſhall be divided among ſuch as ſhall be entitled 
to the benefit of the funds. 


XV. Every member entitled to and deſiting aid from this ſo- 
ciety, muſt apply for the fame by petition, which muſt be ſub- 
ſcribed by two of the members, or by the miniſter and two of the 
elders of the church to which the petitioner belongs, certifying 
that he is, to the beſt of their knowledge and information, an ob- 
je deſerving benefit according to the rules; and widows and 
children muſt apply likewiſe by petition ; and their benefits are 
to be paid in full once a year at the annual mecting in January, 
which is the only meeting for fixing the benefits for each claſs 
by a majority of votes. Widows unable to work after fix 
months from the diſtribution of benefits in January, on petition 
ſhall receive one half of laſt year's benefit, and the balance at 
next January . 


XVI. That if any member within twelve miles of Aberdeen 
allow himſelf to run more than four quarters in arrears (even 
one day) he or his concerns ſhall only receive half. the benefit 
or aid from the funds, to which members punCtual in payments 
are entitled ; but if any member more than twelve miles from 
Aberdeen, or any member at a greater diſtance ſhall be more 
than fix quarters in arrears (even one day) neither he nor any 
of his connections ſhall have a right to any benefit from the 
fund, until his arrears be paid up. 


XVII. When a member intitled to full benefit dies, his wi- 
dow, or ſuch perſon as takes charge of his funeral, ſhall receive 
One Pound ſterling of funeral charges from the Treaſurer of 
this ſociety, immediately after the death of the member; and 
thoſe intitled to half benefit, Ten Shillings ſterling for funeral 
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charges; but the Treaſurer is not to pay the above, without a 
petition properly atteſted, and ſigned by the maſter... 


XVIII. That there are to be no weekly benefits from this ſo-- 
ciety, but the forementioned claſſes are to receive their benefit 
annually at the January meeting; but any neceſſitous member 
who received no benefit at the laſt January meeting, on being 
properly recommended, ſhall receive one fourth of the laſt ſet- 
ted benelitto the ſame claſs he belongs; but if his illneſs conti- 
nue for thirteen weeks longer, he ſhall receive another fourth of 
ſaid benefit, and ſo on every thirteen. weeks, if his illneſs ſtill 
continue, until the general meeting in January; then he ſhall 
receive the balance of a full year's benefit to that claſs he be- 
longs; and if his illneſs appears ſtill to continue, he ſhall be put 
upon ſuperannuate benefit, paid every month, to the amount of 
what is ſettled for ſaid benefit. 


XIX. If any member, widow, or children, take upon them 
to apply for and receive benefit, when they did not truly anfwer 
the character of thoſe intitled to receive benefit, they, or thoſe 
who recommended them, muſt pay back to the Treaſurer what 
money they may ſo improperly have received ; and in caſe they 
refuſe to do ſo, upon conviction, they ſhall immediately be expel- 
ted the ſociety, and forfeit all intereſt therein. 


XX. That the widow of a deceaſed member who has paid his. 
contributions for five years from the, time of his entry, and 
otherwiſe intitled to benefit, ſhall have right to petition at the firſt 
yearly meeting after the death of her huſband, and ſhall receive 
benefit in proportion to the time ſhe hath been a widow, and to 
continue yearly during her good behaviour ; but if ſhe marry a- 
gain, then ſhe ſhall have no benefit; but if there be any children 
belonging to her former huſband, they ſhall receive the benefit 
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to which ſhe had right, until the youngeſt of them arrive at 
fourtcen years of age. 


XXL. Orphans, whoſe parents are both dead, and whoſe ſa- 
ther had a right to benefit, ſhall be intitled to the benefit of ſaid 
claſs, until the youngeſt of them arrive at fourteen years of 
age; but in caſe of a member dying, and leaving a widow and 
alſo children of a former maariage, the widow is to be intitled to 
receive the' benefit, provided ſhe take the charge and properly 
care for the orphan children; but if ſhe fails to do this, ſhe 
ſhall only receive the one half, and the orphan children ſhall re- 
ceive the other, until the youngeſt arrive at ſaid fourteen years 
of age. 


XXII. That no benefit is to be paid before the preſent year 
of the petition offered, although they had before a right to peti- 
tion, and did not; and one petition only is neceſſary for widows, 
orphans and old men, which muſt be entered in the ſederunt 
book, and ſo to continue on full or half benefit according to the 
rules. 


XXII. That when there ſhall few petitions be preſented for 
benefit at the yearly meeting in January, which is the only meet- 
ing petitions are received at, (but in caſe of great neceſſity as in 
rule eighteenth, the above petitioners ſhall receive ſuch a ſupply 
as a majority of the members preſent ſhall think proper,) what 
remains of the parts allotted for benefit, ſhall be reſerved for 
next year; and if neceſſary, ſhall be diſtributed with the next 
year's benefit; and if not neceſſary, it ſhall ly for a reſerved 
ſtock, to add to, or take from, for benefits only, at pleaſure of 
the members preſent at the yearly meeting as above; but never 
to be allowed to riſe above Twenty Pounds ſterling. 


XXIV. That 
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XXIV. That every member in Scotland belonging to the ſo- 
ciety, deficient in paying his quarterly dues for more than two 
years; every member at a greater diſtance within England, for 
more than three years; and out of England any way abroad for 
more than five years, ſhall be ſtruck off from the ſociety's books, 
and neither they nor their familics ſhall have right to any part of 
the fuads; and no member is to be ſtruck off except at the year- 
ly general mecting in January, excepting thoſe guilty of _ 
rant crimes. 

XXV. That when there is any of the ſociety's money to lend, 
the committce of managers ſhall have power to lend it upon. in- 
tereſt. The borrower muſt find two cautioners to the ſatisfaction 


of the committee; and no leſs ſum than Two Pounds ſterling ſhall / 


be lent at once, except to a member or members, who ſhall have 
right to the loan of Twenty Shillings, but none ſhall be lent for 


2a longer ſpace than twelve months; and if any of the members 
of the ſociety have uſe for the money to be lent, they will be 
preferred on finding ſecurity as above; and all acts and orders of 


ſuch committee, ſhall have the like force and eſſect, as the acts 
and orders of the ſociety at any general meeting; ſubject never- 
theleſs to the review and controul of the ſociety. 


XVXVI. That if any member ſhall happen to be guilty of any 
crime, or flagrant immorality; the committee ſhall make ſtrict 
enquiry thereanent, and lay the ſame before the firſt general 
meeting of the ſociety, and if it appear evident to the meeting, 


that ſuch member is guilty, he ſhall be immediately expelled the 


ſociety, and forfeit all intereſt therein; notice being given to the 
perſon accuſed, if he can be found, at leaſt eight days before ſuch 


general meeting, that he may have 3 of attending and 
anſwering for his conduct. 


XVII. That 
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XXVII. That none of the preſent regulations ſhall be altered 
-or repealed, unleſs with the conſent and approbation of three 
fourths of the members preſent, at the general yearly meeting in 
January; and that it ſhall never be lawful for the exiſting mem- 
bers, to make any incroachment upon the ſociety's ſtock, or to 
apply the money ſet apart for thoſe entitled to the benefit of the 
funds, in any other way than as appointed by the preſent regula- 
tions; and it is hereby expreſsly declared, that if any member 
ſhall take upon him to act contrary to theſe regulations, he will, 
on conviction thereof, be immediately 2 the ſociety, and 

forfeit all intereſt therein. k 


XVIII. That in caſe of any diſpute between the ſociety and 
committee of managers, and any individual member of the ſo- 
ciety, the matter ſq in diſpute ſhall and may be referred to ſuch 
three arbitrators of character, either members of the ſociety, or 
not members, as thall be named and elected, by a majority of 


votes at the annual general meeting in January, and whatever a- 


ward, order, or determination ſhall be made by ſaid arbitrators, 
or the major part of them, according to the true purpoſe and 


meaning of theſe rules and regulations, ſhall be binding and con- 
2 


XXIX. That all the preceding rules and regulations ſhall be 
entered in the ſederunt book of the ſociety, and ſubſcribed by 
all the preſent members thereof, and by ſuch as may hereafter 
be admitted, whereby they ſhall be ſtrictly bound to the per- 
formance of the ſame, under the penalty of three pounds ſter- 
ling, and in caſe ary member refuſe to ſubſcribe the ſame on 
their being approved of, he ſhall forfeit all intereſt in the ſocie- 
ty, and be conſidered as no longer a member thereof. 


The 
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The ſellnoing Rule is added by order of the, Fuſticer. 


THAx no part of the funds of the ſociety ſhall, on any pre- 
tence whatever, be applied to any other purpoſe, than the cha- 
ritable uſes for which the ſociety is formed, and the neceſſary 
expences of management, under the penalty and forfeiture of a 
diffolution of the ſociety, or ſuch other penalty and pecuniary 
mulct or fine, as the Quarter Seſſions ſhall think proper to im- 
poſe, upon the complaint of the Procurator Fiſcal of the Peace, 
for miſconduct or other miſdemeanours, or at the inſtance of 
any one or more of the members of the ſociety for the time be- 
ing; and this ſociety is ſtrictly prohibited from entering into any 
combination for advance or regulation of wages, and from hold- 
ing any kind of unlawful affociations; and ordain the regula- 
tions to be printed and diſpoſed of among the members of the 
ſociefy, for information and. notification to all concerned, that 
none may afterwards plead ignorance ; and likewiſe recommend 


to the fociety to lodge one printed copy of theſe regulations with 


the Clerk of the Peace, to be preſerved, with the duplicate on 
parchment in record. 
| JOHN GORDON, Preſes of Quarter Scſſions. 
FRAs. GORDON, J. P. Clerk. 


At Aberdeen, the Sixth day of June, n 
Six Years. 


THE adjourned Quarter Seſſions of the Peace, whereof 
John Gordon of Craig was Preſes, having conſidered the 
foregoing rules and regulations of the Newbridge Farmer Socie- 
ty, and alſo a report of a committee of the Juſtices of the Peace, 
that theſe rules and regulations are agreeable to the Act of Par- 
liament, 33d Geo. III. for relief and encouragement of Friend- 
„ Societies, and not repugnant to any of the laws of the 

realm; 


. 


realm: The Quarter Seſſions do therefore hereby ſanction, ap- 
prove, and confirm the foregoing rules and regulations, and 
allow the ſame to be put in force and execution, from this 
date, or as ſoon as they arc ſubſcribed by the Preſes of this Seſ- 
ſion on each page; and likewiſe authoriſe the Clerk of the Peace 
to ſign the ſame, upon his receiving a duplicate thereof, fairly 
wrote out on parchment, to be atteſted by him, and depo- 
fited in his cuſtody, and to remain as a part of the rolls and 
records of the Seſſions of the Peace of Aberdeenſhire, in terms 
of the foreſaid act of Parliament; but not to be in force or have 
effec until the duplicate on parchment is lodged and atteſted by 
the Clerk of the Peace : and extracts thereafter to be given out, 
when called for, on payment of the ordinary dues of extracts. — 
The preceding rules, orders, and regulations are not ro be alter- 
ed, reſcinded, or repealed, nor any addition made thercto, ex- 
cept in the expreſs terms of the third ſection of the foreſaid act 
of Parliament, 


JOHN CORDON, Preſes of Quarter Seſſions. 
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